Did you know that... Assistive technology (AT) for infants and toddlers is defined as any item that helps increase the independence and functioning of a child. AT can help with positioning and mobility, communication, play and interaction, learning, and self help. It includes a wide range of items from simple adaptations such as utensils with built-up handles to more sophisticated devices such as wheelchairs, standers, communication devices, and many more. Assistive technology can even include toys purchased at local stores that are adapted to help children with disabilities play more independently and participate in daily routines.
Research is showing that use of AT with young children can contribute to improving self esteem, reducing child and adult frustration, and enabling independence and participation in daily life. In addition, AT can change the expectations of others for a child's abilities, and enable active rather than passive play, which is crucial to child development. The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act identifies assistive technology as one of the 14 early intervention services that children age birth through two are entitled to receive. That means all children who qualify for early intervention services are eligible for AT services, along with OT, PT, SLP, etc. AT can enhance the major areas of development that include cognitive, social-emotional, communication and sensorimotor domains.
Did you know that…
 Assistive technology in early intervention is significantly underutilized.  AT is documented on fewer than 4% of IFSP's in Colorado and 3.1% of IFSP's nationally.  A national survey of almost 1,000 EI providers revealed that almost half felt that none or few of the children they served were receiving the AT services and devices they required.  Many young children who need AT do not receive it until they are at least two years of age.
Common myths that prevent infants and toddlers from receiving appropriate AT services include:  Myth: The use of an AT device can act as a deterrent to a child's ability to develop typical skills. Fact: Research actually shows the opposite to be true.  Myth: Infants and toddlers are either too young to benefit from AT or need certain "readiness skills" before they can use it. Fact: Even very young children can benefit from AT that is properly matched to their needs and abilitieswith no prerequisite skills.  Myth: AT is high-tech and complex or is too expensive.  Fact: AT for infants and toddlers is often simple or low-tech. Numerous funding sources are available for all AT devices and services. 
